BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE 2026-1151
Public Notice Is Hereby Given That The Following Ordinance, Ordinance No. 2026- 1151 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 42, SECTION 8, ENTITLED “PROCEDURES AND FEES FOR PURCHASING COPIES OF PUBLIC RECORDS,” OF
THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES TO ESTABLISH SPECIAL SERVICE CHARGES AND DEPOSIT REQUIREMENTS FOR GOVERNMENT
RECORD REQUESTS INVOLVING POLICE BODY-WORN AND VEHICLE-MOUNTED CAMERA FOOTAGE

was introduced and passed on the first reading at a public meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Shrewsbury, County of
Monmouth, State of New Jersey, held on July 14, 2026 at 7pm. A copy of the ordinance can be obtained, without cost, by any
member of the general public through the Office of the Municipal Clerk, 419 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702, Monday
through Friday, 8:00am to 4:00pm or by emailing the Municipal Clerk at clerk@shrewsburyboro.com.
Further public notice is hereby given that said ordinance shall be considered for final passage and adoption at a public meeting of
the Borough Council on Tuesday September 8, 2026 at 7:00pm.

Kerry Martinez, RMC
Municipal Clerk, Borough of Shrewsbury

BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY, COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 42, SECTION 8, ENTITLED “PROCEDURES AND FEES FOR PURCHASING
COPIES OF PUBLIC RECORDS,” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES TO ESTABLISH SPECIAL SERVICE CHARGES AND DEPOSIT
REQUIREMENTS FOR GOVERNMENT RECORD REQUESTS INVOLVING POLICE BODY-WORN AND VEHICLE-MOUNTED CAMERA
FOOTAGE
WHEREAS, the Borough of Shrewsbury Police Department (“Department”) expends significant time, specialized technological
resources, and personnel labor in responding to requests for copies of body-worn camera and vehicle-mounted camera footage under

the Open Public Records Act (“OPRA”), N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, the Department is obligated to review and redact confidential, private, or statutorily exempt information from such camera
footage prior to public disclosure, which at times requires an extraordinary expenditure of time and labor by Department personnel;
and

WHEREAS, the Department has on numerous occasions prepared redacted copies of digital camera footage for requesters who
subsequently fail to collect their requested records, thereby preventing the Borough from recovering any fees for the substantial
municipal time and effort expended in producing the compiled and redacted footage; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 47:1A-5(c), municipalities are permitted to assess a special service charge when the nature, format,
manner of collation, or volume of records to be produced involves extraordinary time and effort, with such charges based upon the
actual direct cost of providing the records, including labor costs; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body determines it is in the best interest of the Borough and its taxpayers to amend and supplement Chapter
42, Section 8 of the Borough Code to establish a specialized fee schedule and a standard deposit requirement for police camera footage
requests, thereby ensuring that the actual direct labor and material costs of fulfilling these records requests are appropriately borne
by the requesters rather than the general public.

WHEREAS, all additions are shown in bold italics with underlines. The deletions are shown as strikeovers-in-beld-italies. Sections of §
42-8 that will remain unchanged are shown in normal type.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Shrewsbury, County of Monmouth, as follows:

SECTION I. Chapter 42, Section 8, “Procedures and Fees for Purchasing Copies of Public Records,” is hereby amended
and supplemented to add a new subsection, which shall be designated as follows:

. Police Camera Footage Redaction and Production Fees. When body-worn camera or police
vehicle-mounted camera footage is requested from the Borough of Shrewsbury Police
Department pursuant to the Open Public Records Act, the footage requires technical review and
mechanical redaction of non-public or exempt information by authorized personnel prior to
disclosure. In accordance with N.J.S.A. 47:1A-5(c) and (d), the following special service charges
and requlations shall apply exclusively to such requests:




(1) Requesters shall be assessed a special service fee of $22.00 per hour of review and
labor required for redaction purposes. This fee represents the direct hourly labor rate of
the lowest-paid clerical or administrative staff member capable of performing the
technical review and redaction of digital records.

(2) Camera footage review and redaction fees shall be billable and calculated in fifteen
(15) minute increments, with any fraction of a fifteen (15) minute increment rounded up
to the next full increment.

(3) To ensure reasonable public access for minor disclosures, requests for body-worn or
vehicle-mounted camera footage that have a total running time of less than one and
one-half (1.5) hours shall be processed and provided free of charge, provided that the
redaction requirements do not involve extraordinary technical intervention.

(4) Prior to initiating the technical review, redaction, and final production of any
requested camera footage, the Custodian of Records shall provide the requester with a
written itemized estimate of the total special service charge. To proceed with the
request, the requester must submit a non-refundable deposit equal to fifty percent
(50%) of the total estimated charge to the Police Department. The remaining balance
of the actual direct cost must be paid in full by the requester upon completion and as an
absolute prerequisite to the physical or electronic release of the redacted footage. If the
actual review time and, thus, actual cost, is less than the deposit paid, the requester
shall be refunded the difference between the deposit and the actual cost.

SECTION II. SEVERABILITY. If any article, section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason
held to be unconstitutional, unlawful, or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the
remaining portions of this Ordinance, which shall remain in full force and effect, and to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are
hereby declared to be severable.

SECTION Ill. REPEALER. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed
to the extent of such inconsistency. All other sections, subsections, and provisions of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough
of Shrewsbury not explicitly amended or supplemented herein are hereby ratified, confirmed, and shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION IV. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its final passage, adoption, and subsequent
publication in accordance with the statutory requirements and laws of the State of New Jersey.



